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Alabama has the answers as Missouri
drops SEC title game 42-13
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Missouri offensive lineman Evan Boehm embraces defensive lineman Josh Augusta after the Tigers
lost 42-13 to Alabama during the SEC Championship at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.   |  Tim Tai
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Confetti flies through the air during the SEC Championship game at the Georgia Dome after the
Alabama Crimson Tide defeated the Missouri Tigers.   |  Hannah Sturtecky

Alabama defensive backs Jabriel Washington, left, and Landon Collins vie for possession with
Missouri wide receiver Darius White during the SEC Championship at the Georgia Dome. During this
play, Missouri fumbled the ball, and Alabama recovered possession.   |  Hannah Sturtecky
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Alabama wide receiver Christion Jones, center, and defensive lineman Darren Lake celebrate their
42-13 win against Missouri.   |  Tim Tai
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Missouri football to play in Citrus
Bowl against Minnesota

Missouri football recap: What we
learned from the Tigers' loss to
Alabama in SEC title

The Missouri Tigers fall to the Alabama Crimson Tide 42-13 in the SEC Championship at the Georgia Dome.
  ¦  Hannah Sturtecky, Tim Tai

ATLANTA — It came out of nowhere: Missouri’s third quarter surge in its 42-13 loss to
Alabama in the Southeastern Conference Championship game on Saturday in Atlanta.

At the start of the third quarter, Missouri looked a lot like it did in the first half. One-yard runs.
An incomplete pass. Nothing doing. And then quarterback Maty Mauk found Jimmie Hunt.

The first pass was a 10-yard gain, just the fifth first down of
the game for Missouri. The second pass was more
memorable. At his own 36-yard line, Mauk scrambled to his
right and then back to his left, evaded Alabama pass rushers
and threw his entire body into a 63-yard heave that Jimmie
Hunt corralled on the left sideline.

Missouri was in business. The Tigers scored four plays later
on fourth-and-goal from the 1-yard line. Andrew Baggett

Alabama defensive lineman A'Shawn Robinson pulls down Missouri tailback Marcus Murphy during
the SEC Championship at the Georgia Dome.   |  Tim Tai
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Outside Atlanta's Georgia Dome,
'Roll Tide' sells

would add a field goal later in the quarter. And they would
keep the Crimson Tide off the scoreboard — but just in the
third quarter.

The No. 1 Tide (12-1, 8-1 SEC) rolled No. 14 Missouri (10-3,
7-2). And while Jimmie Hunt and the Tigers had an
incredible third quarter, they couldn’t match the offensive
and defensive firepower of the Crimson Tide. It may have
gotten close in the third quarter, but Alabama always had an
answer.

Jimmie Hunt hauled in 120 receiving yards during the third
quarter, and the Tigers brought the score to 21-13. Folks may
have started having hopeful flashbacks to the previous
week’s Arkansas game, when Baggett’s first-half field goals

gave Missouri just enough to hang in the game — and set up the opportunity for a momentum-
changing two-point conversion that led to an SEC East division-clinching win.

But Saturday was different.

After Baggett knocked down a 33-yard field goal with under five minutes remaining in the
third, Alabama woke up. Starting at its own 36-yard line, the Tide spent the rest of the quarter
driving down the field toward the Missouri end zone. As the final seconds ticked off the clock in
the third, the Tide neared the goal line.

Alabama would start the fourth quarter on the Missouri 1-yard line. It would score. And it
would keep scoring.

Crimson Tide quarterback Blake Sims finished 23-of-27 with 262 yards and two touchdowns.
He was named the game's most valuable player. Running backs T.J. Yeldon and Derrick Henry
combined for 188 yards and four scores. In all, Alabama racked up 504 yards of total offense
and converted nine of 13 third downs.

Offensively, Missouri didn’t look anemic, just overmatched. The Tigers managed 313 yards of
total offense, but just 41 rushing yards. Mauk was 16-of-34 on the night with 272 yards and one
touchdown, which was caught by Bud Sasser. Hunt finished with six receptions for 169 yards,
the most yards by a Missouri receiver in a single game since 2009.  

“They’re a great defense, but we knew they had some flaws,” Hunt said after the game.
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“Definitely when it came to vertical routes, they’re not the quickest guys. I got past the
defenders pretty good. Same thing with Bud Sasser. We felt confident about getting past the
defenders. We just needed to make big plays when we got our chance.”

Missouri linebacker Michael Scherer said his team “came out a little jittery” Saturday. It was a
“big game” he said, a “big stage.”

And that stage might have been a bit bigger tonight for the Tigers, who came in as 14.5-point
underdogs with a chance to knock off the top-ranked team in the country and — potentially —
play spoiler in the College Football Playoff Rankings. Analysts around the country said that a
Missouri win would have likely kept the SEC out of the playoff picture and thus the national
title game.

But none of that was to be.

Instead, for the second year in a row, Missouri lost to an SEC West school from the state of
Alabama. For the second year in a row, the Tigers gave up more than 500 yards of total offense.
And for the second year in a row, the Tigers looked like a team that slipped into the conference
championship game and just couldn’t keep up with the nation’s elite.

Missouri coach Gary Pinkel knows the feeling. His Missouri teams have always come up short
in conference championship games, dating back to when the Tigers were in the Big 12
Conference.

On Saturday, Pinkel took responsibility for the loss and said he was disappointed in the way his
team played.

Yes, he said, his team had a great third quarter. And he reminded everyone that Alabama
always had an answer.

Supervising editor is Greg Bowers.
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